re 
Mr. Pike 
T. Tes 


ON 


The Duty of GosrRL-MINISTERS, as 
__ CunnisT's Embaſſadors. 


- S - — — LA 2 * 
Nr 


A 


— rr 
Freed, 


Goſpel-Minifters, Cunrs T's ak 


AA” 
2 
A 2 


K NR 


Preach'd before a 


Convention of Miniſters, 


At Newington, in the Province of Vew- 
Hampſhire, October 9. 1750. 


— ä 


By N Pike, M. A. 


Paſtor of the Church at Summers-avorth. 


KK @_ Co 


— — — — — — 


Luke x. 16. He that heareth you, heareth me : and he that de- 
ſpiſeth you, deſpileth me: and he that deſpiſeth me, dejpiſeth bim 
that ſent me. 

— — — — — —õ 


— lf A _ 


—U— — 


9 0 FE 0 


Printed by D. Fowrx in Queen Strcet next to the Priſon, 15 51. 


ene 98h 


| . eee Ea 


THE 


CHARACTER 
OF 


Goſpel-Miniſters, 


Embaſſadors for CHRIST, 
Confider'd and apply'd. 


F 


2 Col. V. 20. 


Wow then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeech you by us; 


| we pray you in Chriſt's flead, be ye re- 
conciled to God. 


AN at firſt came out of God's Hand in- 
tirely Pure and Holy, and was at perfect 
Peace and Friendſhip with his Maker; they 
amicably met, and ſweetly communed to- 
ether, with a mutual Affection and Complacency : Man 
woved God, and God loved Man; till Man broke out 
tO open and dreadful Rebellion, and ſo juſtly forfeited 
e Favour and Friendſhip of his great Creator, = 


— 


Man became an Enemy to God, and made God an Ad. 


—————— A Ag SEO" oy 
* 


ſtract, it is Eumity. This Enmity is preſuppoſed, when 


State of Favour and Friendſhip in which they were Ce 
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verſary to him; and ſo Heaven and Earth by Reaſon of 
Sin are now at Variance : the Hatred is mutual; God ig I V 


Man's righteous Adverſary, and Man is God's unrigh. 8 A 
teous Enemy, This is the ſad and miſerable Condition pe 
of all Mankind ſince the Fall: Man's Nature, which wa Ste 


once pure and innocent, is by Reaſon of the Poiſon of 
Sin corrupted, and turned into Enmity itſelf, againſt 
God: The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God ,” + 
though alaſs ! few, very few, are ſenſible of it. 

But, bleſſed be God, notwithſtanding the great and 
woful Breach, which Sin has made betwixt him and us, 
he is become reconcilable to Sinners in and through the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and upon the Sinner's hearty Com- 
pliance with the Goſpel-Method of Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, he becomes actually reconciled, though not before, 
Now the great and important Work aſſigned to Goſpel- 
Miniſters, who in my Text are fliled Embaſſadors for 
Chriſt, is converſant about this momentous Affair of bring: 
ing God and Sinners together again. We pray you it 
Chriſt*s Stead, be ye reconciled ta God. 

» In the Text and Context we have many very weighty 
and important Points of Truth plainly intimated, ex- 
preſſed, or implied; ſuch as theſe which follow. —— 

That Man, while in a State of Nature, or before Re- 
generation, is at perfect Enmity againſt God; as the Apo. 
ſtle tells us, The carnal Mind is Eumity againſt God: 
he doth not ſay meerly, it is an Enemy; but in the Ab- n be 


the Apoſtle in the Text beſeeches Men to be reconciled 
to God : for what need of Reconciliation, where theres 
no Variance or Enmity ? Chriſt's treating with Sinners by 
his Embaſſadors, neceſſarily implies their Fall from that 


ated, and that they are now Enemies and Rebels againl 
God. If no War with Heaven, what need of Embu/ 
* ſedors of Peace? The very Office of the Minifiry | 


+ Rom, viii. 7. 
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\4. * an Argument of the Fall. Goſpel-Ordinances and 
Officers came in upon the Fall, and expire with the 
„ Mediator's diſpenſatory Kingdom.” + 


N ain we are inſtructed, That the great End and 
cope of the Goſpel is, that Sinners may be brought into 
State of Peace and Reconciliation with God. The 
1 of oipel is called the Word of Reconciliation,” in the 
Werle preceeding our Text; and juſt before, the Mini- 
_ i of the Goſpel, which was committed to the Apoſtles, 
| z called * the Miniſtry of Reconciliation ;”* becauſe by 
e Goſpel we are taught the Neceſſity of being recon- 
Filed, and how we may come to be at Peace and in a State 
| the f Reconciliation with God, On Account of this Word 
f Reconciliation committed to them, the Apoſtles are 
Feſu led in our Text Embaſſadors for Chriſt, and their main 

zuſineſs is to perſwade Sinners to be reconciled to God, 


ye O, what a Bleſſing is the Goſpel ! yet, alaſs, how 
's for ttle priz'd and ſet by 
Ng Again, We are here taught, that none ought to aſſume 


he Office of preaching this Word with Authority, except 
hey are called and ſent of God. This is plain from Verſe 
eighty ch.“ He hath committed to us the Word of Reconci- 
lation.“ None ought to preach this Word with Autho- 
ty, but ſuch to whom the Lord commits it. How greatly 
re Re. Nen doth it concern thoſe who take upon them the Of- 
Apo · Ne of preaching the Goſpel, to be well ſatisfied in their 
>od n Minds, that they are called and ſent of God, leſt they 
ne Ab- In before they are ſent | 
| when Again, We are inſtructed here, of what Importance 
conciled 15, that Miniſters behave as becomes the Embaſſadors of 
chere br; that they cloſely purſue the Commiſſion given them 
"ers bil Chriſt, They muſt be careful to keep cloſe to this, 
m that they give Offence to their great Lord and Maſter, 
ere cce⸗ Id {mart for it too, 
againſt Again, it is ſuggeſted here, That Chriſt's Embaſſadors 
Enbaf ud with all Earneſtneſs of Affection deal with their 
iniſtry! ple, and endeavour by the Bleſſing of Heaven, that 


Flavel, _ 
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they may be Inſtrumental in bringing them to a Sigh 
and Senſe of their Sins, and of that dreadful Enmity which 
is in their Hearts againſt the Being, Perfections and Wil 
of God. This I apprehend to be of great Importanc 
that Miniſters labour much, in the Courſe of their Preach. 
ing, to convince their People of the ſad State they are in h 
Nature; to ſhew them, if poſſible, the Enmity of thei 
Hearts againſt God: for, till they are brought in ſons 
Meaſure to a Sight and Senſe of this, I ſee no Hope a 
their being prevailed with to ſeek, in good Earneſt, afte 
Peace and Reconctliation with God, in and througk 
Jeſus Chrift, Who will ſeek, in good Earneſt, after thi 
which he ſees no Need of? | 

In a Word, it is ſuggeſted here, That People ought 
to conſider, and realize it, that when Chrift's Embaſſadm 
are pleading with them to be reconciled to God, they 
have to do with Gop, and have CHRIST intreating the 
to be reconciled. ©** Now then we are Embaſſadors fot 
« Chriſt, as though Gop did beſeech you by us: we pra 
you in CuriIsT's Head, be ye reconciled to God.” iber h 

But in farther diſcourſing from theſe Words, by divin 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


I. What this Character of Goſpel-Miniſters, Embaſſad 
for Chriſt, imports, and ſuppoſes, or implies. 


2. What that great Work is, which is here particulat 
aſſigned to Chriſt's Embaſſadors, viz. to endeavour tl 
Reconciliation of Sinners to God. 


Mini 
3. That it is the important Duty of Chriſt's Embai# Scho 
dors, with all Diligence, Earneſtneſs, and Importunity, WF a M 


urge, perſwade, beſeech and intreat Sinners to be reconcile this 
to God, by a cordial Submiſſion to the Goſpel· Terms terpy 
Peace and Reconciliation. And then, 


' Laſtly, I ſhall make Application of the Subject, in 
veral Uſes, reſpecting both Miniſters and People. 


Fu 
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I. Iam to ſhew what this Character of Goſpel- Mini- 
ſters, Embaſſadors for Chriſt,” imports, and ſuppoſes, or 
implies. — Now, 


1. I think, it is plainly ſuppoſed in this Character of 
Goſpel-Miniſters, that they themſelves be reconciled to 
God. — Is it rational to ſuppoſe, that a Prince will ſend 
an Enemy, one whoſe Heart is full of Enmity againſt 
him, as an Embaſſador, to negotiate for him in an Affair 
relating to Peace and Reconciliation between him and 
ſome other Prince, or Court, with whom he is at Vari- 
ance ? Or, if ſuch an one ſhould be ſent, is it likely he 
will do his Prince or Country much real Service ? And 
will not every one grant, it is beſt, that thoſe who bring 
the Word of Reconciliation from God to a People, be 
themſelves (perſonally) reconciled to God ? One who was 
never enlighined by the Spirit of God, can't be thought to 
know the Mind and Will of God, ſ well (at leaſt) as 
one that is. The natural Man recetiveth not the Things 
if the Spirit of God, for they are Foolifhneſs to him (whe- 
ther he be a Miniſter, or any other Perſon) neither can be 
mow them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. * There- 
ore it is not reaſonable, to ſuppoſe, that he is ſo fit an 
nerpreter of God (as a Miniſter is called, 70 33. 23, 
4.) as one that has been zaughtof Cod. A Miniſter 
dt the Goſpel ought to be well ſtock'd with human Learn- 
ng; but this, of itſelf, I apprehend, is by no means 
rticulaWufficient zboroughly to furniſb him for the Work of the 
avout iWMiniſtry, *Tis requiſite, that there be divine and ſpiri- 
wa! Knowledge, as well as human Learning. A true 
* Miniſter muſt be inwardly taught by the ſpiritual 
; Embaul* School-maſter, the Holy Ghoſt. This Teaching makes 
tunit), WF a Man a true Interpreter to his People; and without 
reconcuf this he cannot be: for how can a Man be a true In- 
Term terpreter of God to his People, unleſs he knows the 
Mind of God himſelf ? And how can he know the 
Mind of God, but by the Teaching of the Spirit of 
ject, n B God? 
pple. * 1 Gor, ii. 14. ? 


% 
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10 Goſpel-Miniſters, 
« God? See 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10, 11, 12, 14. God may make 
* uſe of the Miniſtry of unconverted Men for the Con- 
« verſion of Sinners, and no doubt ſometimes doth; to 
« ſhew that the Efficacy is not in the Perſon of Man, 
* but in the Ordinance of God.“ . But then is it not 
beſt, that the Miniſter have the Knowledge of divine 
Things, not only floating in. his Brain, but engraven in 
his Heart, and printed in his Soul by the ſpiritual Finger 
of God ? And therefore, after all his Study, Meditation, 
&c. he ſhould pray earneſtly with David, Open thou 
mine Eyes, that I may ſee the Wonders of thy Law. © A 
« Miniſter is to declare the Reconciliation betwixt God 
c and Man; and is he himſelf not reconciled ? Dare he 
e preſent another Man to God's Mercy for Pardon, and 
* never yet preſented himſelf ? Can he commend the State 
© of Grace to another, and never felt the Sweetneſs thereof 
in his own Soul? * 


0 


2. In the Character here given of Goſpel-Minifters is 
implied Cbriſt's Intereſt in and Title to them. They ate 
Embaſſadors for Chriſt, —Chriſt's Embaſſadors, * Chriſt 
„ hath a peculiar Right to the Church, beſides what he 
„ hath to the World: yet hath a more peculiar Right to 
* his Miniſters, as having their Commiſſion from him, 
* and Dependance on him, in a more ſpecial Manner. 
% Pſal. 68. 18. Epb. 4. 8.” | The Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are Chriſt's, to ſerve him as their Maſter and Lord, 
to promote and advance the Intereſt of his Kingdom in 
the Hearts of his People. Hence, in many Places of Scrip- 
ture, || they are called the Miniſters of Chriſt, ths Ser. 
wants of Chriſt. 


3. In the Character here given of Goſpel-Miniſters1s 
implied Cbriſt's Sovereignty over them. So that he may 
e diſpoſe of them at his Pleaſure, for furthering of them 
* in his Work, if they be faithful ; and for oy 

, « them 


+ Perkins, + P/al. exix. 18. * Perkins. || Durham. ||| 1 Car 
3. 5. 2 Gor. 11. 23. Eg6, 6. 6. Phil. 1. 1. 


CurisT's Embaſſadors. 11 
« them, if they be otherwiſe. And therefore Chriſt's 


. « Embaſſadors ſhould always remember, that though they 
to « be in an eminent Place, yet are they ſubject to Chriſt, 
an, « who is their Sovereign; and ſo ought to be dependant 
not « on him : otherwiſe they are liable to his Trial and 
ine « Cenſure, who can diſpoſe of them as he will. F 
nh 
ger 4. In the Character here given of Goſpel-Miniſters is 
ion, implied or imported their Authority, They are Embaſ- 


b ſadors for Chriſt : they come and ſpeak in his Name, and by 
Virtue of Power and Authority derived from him. Chriſt 


God fays to his Miniſters, *© Go ye, and teach all Nations.” — 
e he « Go thou, and preach the Kingdom of God.“ Theſe 
and Things ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke with all Au- 
State « thority.,”” * © A Miniſter ſhould hold forth the Autho- 


ereof « rity of the Ordinance, and Word, and of him in whoſe 


« Name he ſpeaks. Whatever he be in himſelf, and 
« whatever his Thoughts be of himſelf, and of his Gifts; 


ers yet being called to carry the Lord's Meſſage, he ought 
cy are Bl © fo to behave in this Buſineſs as not to leſſen the Maſ- 
Chrilt WW © ter's Authority, by his fainting, and diſcouraging Ap- 
hat he Wi © prehenſions of his own Inability and Unworthineſs, 
ght to Wl © nor by his heartleſs and languid Way of ſpeaking :* jj 


1 him, 
anner. 


of the 


but ought to deliver the ſolemn. Meſſage with which he 
is ſent, in fuch a Manner as becomes the Oracles of God. 
And that he may not deſtroy or leſſen his Authority, he 


Lud, ſhould be always careful /o 1 walk as becomes an Embaſſa- 
om un dor of Cbriſt.— And this Conſideration ſhould alſo: have 
hays great Weight with our People, that the Meſſage we bring 
be Ser- 


them, we bring by virtue of Power and Authority re- 
ceived from our Lord. 


uſters 19 5. This Character of Chriſt's Miniſters ſuppoſes Fitneſs. 
he MY When earthly Princes ſend Embaſſadors, they chooſe 
of them Men qualified for the Buſineſs, Men of Fidelity, Wiſdom, 


— and Prudence: much more ought Chriſt's Embaſſadors 
« the : co 


tl 1 Gr 1 * Matth. xxviii. ult. Luke ix. 60. Tit. ii. 15. 
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„for Truſt, where there is no Truth? Hence is that ſo- 


or whether they will forbear : the whole Meſſage, with 


- 
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to be endowed with theſe excellent Properties and Quz. ; 
lifications. 8 

They ſhould be faithful Men. © It is required in Stew. 
ecards, that a Man be found faithful ;** * faithful to 
their Lord and Maſter, and faithful to the Souls commit. 
ted to their Care. What Room or Ground is there 


„ lemn Charge, 2 Tim. 2. 2, to commit that great Truſt 
« to faithful Men.” Miniſters muſt declare the whole 
Counſel of God to their People, whether they will hear, 


which their Lord and Maſter ſends them, muſt be del. 
vered ; otherwiſe they prove themſelves unfaithful En- 
baſſadors. | 

Again, They ſhould be Men of Viſdom and Prudence: 
otherwiſe it's not likely they*ll do much good Service 
in the Church of Chriſt, ** Fidelity and Honeſty make 
« a good Chriſtian ; but the Addition of Prudence makes 
ce a good Embaſſador, Faithfulneſs will fix the Eye upon 
ce the right End; but it's Prudence muſt direct to the 
e proper Means of attaining it. —A prudent Miniſter 
& will ſtudy the Souls of his People, more than the bs 
* human Books in his Library; and will not chooſe what 
« is eaſieſt for him, but what is moſt neceſſary for 
« them. T 

Prudence is requiſite in order to the Choice of ſuitable 
Subjefts from Time to Time, on which to preach.— 
Prudence is requiſite to metbodize our Diſcourſes well. 
And Prudence 1s neceſſary alſo in order to the uſing pro- 
per Language. There is a Diction or Style, that is moſt 
ſuitable for the Preacher of the Goſpel. Miniſters, when 
in the Pulpit, ſhould uſe ſuch Language, as that the 
weakeſt Capacity in their Congregations may underſtand 
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them. Now a crucified Style beſt ſuits the Preachers {MW veh 

« of a crucified Chriſt : a grave and proper Style becomes eſpc 

e the Lips of Chriſt's Embaſſadors. Tertullian checks ¶ the 

e thoſe Preachers, whoſe Sermons dreſs up Chriſtianity . Sav 
*1n 

Ll L. 


® 1 Con, iv. 2. 7 Flavel. 


— 
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e in philoſophical, rather than evangelical Terms, Pru- 
: | | 

% dence will choofe Words that are ſolid, rather than 
« florid. Prudence will caſt away a thouſand fine Words, 
« for one that is apt to penetrate the Conſcience.” * 


nit 
ere 6. Faithful Embaſſadors will have it much upon their 
ſo- Minds, that they ſucceed in the Embaſſy upon which their 
ruſt Princes fend them: fo ſhould it lie with great Weight 
hole upon the Minds of Chriſt's Embaſſadors, that the Meſ- 


ear, I age, with which he ſends them, be cordially received by 
with Whoſe to whom they are ſent. — What Prince would ſend 
deli- uch an Embaſſador, as he knew would be unconcerned 
Eu. Wand indifferent, whether his Meſſage were kindly re- 
ceived, or not? And one that is faithful, will have the 
Hntereſt of his Maſter much at Heart: fo a faithful Em- 
baſſador of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be zealous to get 
his Meſſage received by thoſe to whom he is ſent, and 
wil be concerned to ſave thoſe that hear him. This 
s what will he near his Heart, yea, with Weight 
upon it: and therefore, with great Zeal and Diligence, 
he will invite, exhort, and perſwade his Hearers to re- 
ceive the Meſſage with which his Lord and Maſter ſends 
him.—I/e pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
Cod. — This Zeal, and this Concern about the Succeſs 
of the Goſpel Meſſage, is a moſt neceſſary Qualification 
n a true Goſpel-Miniſter ; even to be travelling in Birth till 


table 


ch,— Chriſt be formed in the Hearts of his Hearers ; © I travel 
s well. i Birth, lays the Apoſtle, till Chrift be formed in you.” + 
g pro- Ie muſt not be ſatisfied and contented with the meer 
s molt {WOelivery of his Meſſage, or with the doing of it neatly 
, when end hand/omely ; but muſt ſo preach to his Hearers, as 
at the Miungring and thirſting for the Salvation of their preci- 


erſtand eus and immortal Souls; as having © a ſingle, ſerious, 
eachers vehement Deſire, that they may be gathered and 
ecomes ¶ eſpouſed to Chriſt ; that the Proud may be humbled, 
checks W the Hypocrite convinced, and the Word made the 
ſtianity I Savour of Life unto Life unto them, according to their 

*1n DB © 
. + Gal. iv. 19. 7; 
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„ Caſe, — This is a Fountain- Qualification, from hefe: 
„ many other Qualifications do flow; it being ſcldon 
“ in any Miniſter, but it putteth an Eage and eig 
upon the Word in his Mouth; as the Fart of it may 
the moſt part want Savour, and the fineſt Words often 
to have but little Weight,”” . If we, who are Chil; 
Embaſſadors, have this Qualification, ſhall we not be 
able to ſay, Not our Intereſt, but Chriſt's ; not our 
Glory, but bis; — Not worldly Riches, Honours, tle 
Applauſe of Men, &c. are our Deſire ; but that Chiik 
may be formed in the Hearts of our People, that thy 
may be reconciled to God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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But it's Time I pals, 

II. To conſider the great York here particularly aſſign- 
ed to Chriſt's Embaſſadors, viz. to endeavour the Kecor: 
ciliation of Sinners to God. 

The Work of Miniſters is a great Work indeed : | 
know of none greater upon Earth. Their Employment 
molt certainly, is very ſolemn and weighty. O that tht 
Lord would be pleaſed to give us, who are in the Num 
ber of his Embaſſadors, a juſt Senſe thereof, and make» 
both very zealous, and abundantly ſucceſsful Our Bul 
neſs, as we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, is to endeayoul 


that God and Man may come together. Agreeable to wiritely 
was before noted, Man ( finful Man) is departed foot the 
God! Sin has ſeparated between God and Man, and pates. 

ced them at an awful Diſtance, the one from the othe ind bi 
Tſai, 59. 2. But your Iniquities have ſeparated between "pt Rec 
and your God. Sin has juſtly provoked God to becch Now 
Man's Adverſary, and has made Man an Enemy to G00 Wel-Mir 
yea, it hath filled Man's Heart with Enmity againſt Me uſe 
Maker. The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God; i! ers m 
not ſubject to the Law of (od, neither indeed can be. 0 \oſtle 
the /ad State of Man by Nature! No Man before che pray 
ration can truly conform to the Law of God. The, lis is 


* a natural Contrariehy, direct Oppeſition and amid Wont te 
Co U 


Durham. T Bur 
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© the Will of every unregenerate Perſon to God. himſelf, 
and to bis holy Will. The Will was once God's Deputy 
© in the Soul, ſet to command there for him; but now 
+ it has ſet up againſt him.” Obſerve how the Apoſtle 
geſctibes the miſerable State of the Colohans before their 
onverſion. Col. 1. 21. You that were ſometimes aliena- 
ed, and Enemies in your Mind by wicked Works, yet now 
th be reconciled, &c. In the Verſe immediately precced- 
ng, the Apoſtle treated of the Method and Deſign of 
Reconciliation in general; in this Verſe he makes par- 
cular Application to the Coloſſians: he deſcribes to them 
he fad and miſerable State they were in before their 
Regeneration and Converſion ; they were Strangers, yea, 
Enemies unto God, Enemies in their Minds; *© which 
* implies a deep-rooted Enmily, advancing ſo highas 
to hate God, not as a Creator, but as a Lawgiver ; not 
* az a Benefactor, but as a Judge, and Revenger of Sin. 
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ed: oh, deplorable Degradation | to be at Enmity in our 
y ment Minds againſt him who is the Author of our Being, 
hat ta and the Fountain of our Happineſs !'? + — Every na- 
Numer Man is an Enemy to the Nature of God. They 
nake ly unto God, Depart from us, for we defire not the Know- 
ar Buße of thy Ways. | Man in his natural State of Sin, is 
2 n Enemy to God, as revealed in his Word. An in- 
tO Wal 


Initely holy, juſt, powerful, true and faithful Being, is 


d 1r00Wot the God whom he loves; but the God whom he 
nd pla ates, This is the fad and miſerable State of all Man- 
* oth«ind by Nature: and hence it is that there is a Neceſſity 
been H Reconciliation. 
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Now the great Work here particularly aſſigned to Goſ- 
del Miniſters, as Chriſt's Embaſſadors, is to endeavour, in 
de uſe of ſuch Means as God hath appointed, that Sin- 
ers may be reconciled to God. We pray you, ſays our 
\poltle, that eminent Miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
de pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. — 
Lis is a great and difficult Work. Nor are Embaſſadors 
Mt to be ſent but about ſome very arduous and 
important 


: 
: : 
. 

: 

* 


[] 
T Burket, 4 Tob xxi. 14. | 
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important Affairs. And what renders the Work of Cri}; 
Embaſſadors extremely difficult, is that Backwardneſs, that 
Averſion which there is in Man's Nature, to ſubmit t 
the Goſpel-Terms of Peace and Reconciliation. —Surely, 
*tis a great Work, to bring Heaven and Earth, or Go 
and Sinners together! The Employment is very ſolemn 


and weighty, O that all Chriſt's Embaſſadors had ſec 
Juſt and ſuitable Senſe hereof, deeply impreſſed upon ther vit 
Hearts! Well might the Apoſtle cry out, Vo is /«f- Wis the 
cient for theſe Things ! + Surely Miniſters, if ſerious and Thing 


in earneſt, having their Hearts in their Work, and en 
gaged in pleading with their People to be reconciled to Gil, 
will find it a Work that demands the Exertment of their 
beſt Powers, and ſufficient to take up their whole Time, 
For my Part, I ſee no Room for Miniſters to be Idle; 
no, nor to cumber themſelves about worldly Buſineß: 
there is a Neceſſity lying upon them, ariſing from thei 
Character as Embaſſadors of Chriſt, and the Bulſinel 
which they are ſent upon, to comply with that Charge, 
Meditate upon theſe Things ; give thyſelf wholly to then. 
Oh, what a great, what a difficult Work have Miniſter 
lying upon their Hands ! O that God would make us al 
truly and throughly ſenſible hereof, and faithful in doing 
it! Let us take Heed to the Miniſtry which we have r 
ceived of the Lord, that we fulfil it, * — But I muſt no 
enlarge here. I paſs, 


III. To ſhew that it is the important Duty of Chrilt 
Embaſſadors, with all Diligence, Earneftneſs, and Imp 
zunity, to urge, perſwade, beſeech and intreat Sinners to be 
reconciled to Gad. — Verily, if there be any Work up0 
Earth, that requires Diligence, Application, Seriouſnel 
and, Earneſtneſs in the doing of it, I am ſure, the Wor 
of the Miniſtry is that Work. — Here conſider, 


1. The Command of their Lord, who ſends them, la 


them under the ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſpenſible Ob 
tio 


＋ 2 Cor. ii. 16. 1 Tim. iv. 18. (ul. iv. 17. 
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nons thus to diſcharge their Duty. — The Authority of 
God is more binding, than the higheſt in Princes, or 
« the deareſt in Parents. As the immediate Servants of 
« the King are under ſpecial Obligations to obey his 
« Commands, belides the common Duty of other Sub- 
« jects ; ſo the Miniſters of the Goſpel, by their Con- 
* ſecration, and immediate Relation to God, are bound 
* with all ſerious Diligence to do his Will.” Now this 
js the Will of God, that they“ teach Men to obſerve all 
hings, whatſoever he hath commanded them”? : that 
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d en-ilfſthey © Preach the Goſpel,”* even the Goſpel of Peace, the 
o Gol, Word of Reconciliation. * See what a ſolemn Adjuration 
ther Charge is given to Miniſters, in 1 Tim. 4. begin. 
Tim 1 charge thee before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
lde; o ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his Appear- 
ſineß: ig and Kingdom, Preach the Word (the Word of Chriſt, 
m there Word of Salvation ;) be inſtant, in Seaſon, out of 


zuſineß en; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long ſuffering 


harge"d Dofrine.”” Hence it is plain, that the Einbaſſadors 
then. f the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be inſtant, active, ur- 
liniſter Went, and zealous in the Execution of their Office. It 
e us i muſt be a powerful Opiate indeed, that can ſo benumb 


and ſtupify the Conſcience of a Miniſter, as that he 
ſhall not feel the awful Authority of ſuch a Charge.” | 
he ſolemn Work, Miniſters have in Charge from their 
d and Maſter, is, that they endeavour the Reconci- 
ation of Sinners to God: and can they be too dili- 
antly, too ſeriouſly and affectionately employed in fo 
at a Work ATED 


n doing 
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2. The great natural Bactwardueſs and Averſfon there 
in Sinners 1 ſubmit to the Goſpel. Terms of Peace and 
econciſiation, make it neeeſſary, that Chriſt's Embaſſa- 
r ſhould be diligent, importunate, and in good earneſt, 
urging, perſwading, and beſeeching them to be re- 
Mciled to God, — Nothing is more contrary to corrupt 
BHD 2 | Nature, 


" Marth. xxviii. ult. 2/ark xvi. 15. Rem. x. 15, 2 Cor. 5: 18. 
Burket, EN 
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Nature, than to ſubmit to the true Goſpel· Terms of Peac 


| | and Reconcihation-.: great Seli-denial muſt be exerciſed _ 
in order to this. The Terms, upon which Peace and the 
ll Reconciliation. are offered, no ways ſuit with the corrupt me 
q Nature of Man. Man, while in his unregenerate State, i - 
| has not any Will, Diſpoſition, of Inclination to ſubmit Wi fon 
to the Goſpel-Method,or Device of Peace and Reconci. * 
lation with God. And hence it is, that Miniſters nee ff *© 
to be very. urgent and importunate with their People ; Bie 
they are not willing, till made ſo by the Almighty Gen 
Power of God; but, in the Day of his Power, they ſhall Wi | on 
be made willing. Pſa. 116: 3. . Thy People ſhale if ©. 
willing in the Day of thy Power.“ And the greater the that 
Backwardneſs of Sinners is to ſubmit to the Gofpel-Terms Ag 
of Reconciliation, the greater Pains muſt Miniſters take, han 
in Beſeeching them to be reconciled 10 God, and in uſing de 7... 
appointed Means in Order thereto, 

3. The great Danger Sinners are in of periſbing eter N 
nally, till reconciled to God in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould pu Nat 
Chriſt's Embaſſadors upon the greateſt Diligence anal fu 
Earneſtneſs in perſwading them to a ſpeedy and hearty tile 
Compliance with the Terms of Reconciliation. — Wen „e 
Miniſters have a juſt Senſe of the dreadful Danger immor i the 
tal Souls are continually in of ſinking into Hell, that — 

Place of Miſery, where there is nothing but * weeping ple 
wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth,” where they have 10 hin, 

Reſt. Day nor Night, and the Smoak of their Torment they 
aſcendeth up forever and ever ;* how can they but be i of o 
Earneſt and very importunate in pleading with them, til Cap: 
they are prevail'd upon to ſubmit ? — Now this is the tic 

dangerous Caſe of all our Hearers, while out of Chril how 

while in an unregenerate State, while unreconciled ler 
God : there is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. N 

They are every Moment in Danger of lofing Chriſt fo! may 
ever, of loſing Heaven, of loſing their own Souls, and c bv: 

being caſt into that Lake-of Fire and Brimſtone 2 faith 


* 1/a, Ivii. 21, 
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ſor ever and ever. In this their unhappy Caſe, are we, the 
Embaſſadors of Chriſt, ſent to warn, beſeech, and exhort 
them, and labour by all Means, that we may be inſtru- 
mental in helping Sinners out of their dangerous Condi- 
tion; Are we ſent, I ſay, upon ſuch important Buſineſs ! 
ſurely then we ought to apply ourſelves to this, with the 
greateſt Diligence, Earneſtneſs, and Faithfulneſs. 

And I am verily perſwaded, my Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, that when we have on our own Minds a juſt 
Senſe of the Worth of immortal Souls, and of the dan- 
gerous Condition they are in while unreconciled to God, 
we can't but feel and ſhew a deep Concern for them, 
that they may become reconciled to God, that they may 
be ſaved. If there be any of our Hearers, who will not 
have any Pity upon their own Souls, how can we help 
ſhewing our Compaſſion and Solicitude for them? 


4. The Conſideration of that fad and awful Account, 
which Miniſters will have to give up to their Lord and 
Maſter, if they are found ſlothful, negligent, and unfaith- 
ful Servants, is of great Weight to induce them to be very 
diligent and earneſt in the Diſcharge of their Truſt. That 
we mult give an Account of our Embaſly, is plain from 
the Word of God. We ſhall al ſtand before the Judg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt ;* Miniſters as well as their Peo- 
ple. So then every one of us ſhall give Account of 
himſelf to God.“ Miniſters are to © watch for Souls, as 
they that muſt give Account.” + We muſt give an Account 
of our own Souls, whether we ourſelves (in our private 
Capacity )have indeed ſubmitted to the Terms of Reconci- 
lation ; but this is not all; we muſt alſo give an Account 
how we have managed in our miniſterial Office and pub- 
lick Truſt, as Embaſſadors for Chriſt. 

Now this giving up our Account, is in order that we 
may be judged, and receive according as. we have be- 
hav'd in the Work of the Miniſtry. If we are found 
faithful to Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, and to the Souls 
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of our People, we ſhall © deliver our own Souls, and receive 
the Rewards of good and faithful Servants :* “ but if * 
found of a contrary Character, and precious immortal wy 
Souls have periſh'd through our Sloth and Unfaithfulneßz, Uſ 
their Blood will be required at our Hands. 85 
This we are told in plain and awful Terms, Ezek. ;, 46. 
17, 18, 19, Son of Man, I have made thee a Watch. rer 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael: therefore hear the Word WE f 
at my Mouth, and give them Warning from me. 3 
When I fay unto the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, Ide or 
and thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn *S 
the Wicked from his wicked Way, to ſave his Life; gle 
the ſame wicked Man fhall die in his Iniquity, but his * 
Blood will 1 require at thine Hand: Yet if thou wan 
the Wicked, and he turn not from his Wickedneſs, nor 
from his wicked Way, he ſhall die in his Iniquity ; but 
thou haſs delivered thy Soul. | 
Now, is not the Conſideration of that great and terrible 
Day of the Lord, when we muſt give up our Account, not 
only as Chriſtian Profeſſors, but as Embaſſadors for Chril, 
a powerful Motive to excite us unto a diligent, ſerious, 
and faithful Diſcharge of our Duty? — When our A- 
poſtle had mentioned this awful Appearance before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, in 2 Cor. 5. 10. he immedi- 
ately infers, in the next Verſe, Knowing therefore the 
Terror of the Lord, we perſwade Men. — | 
Hence how evident and how important is the Duty 
of Chriſt's Embaſſadors ? Surely it greatly concerns us, 
with all Diligence, Seriouſneſs and Importunity, to per- 
ſwade Men, even as though God did beſeech them by us, 
and to pray them in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God, 
| We ought fo to behave in this great and momentous Bu- 
fineſs, as that we may compel them to come in; or if we 
fail of Succeſs, yet however that we may ſafely tate them 


to Record, as Paul did bis Hearers, that we are pure from 
the Blood of all Men, + 
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But it's Time I come to the Improvement, which may 
bein ſeveral Uſes, reſpecting both Miniſters and People. 


e 


Uſe 1. Hence we learn the Viſdom and Condeſcenſion 
of God, in carrying on his Treaty with ſinful Men by 
noch Embaſſadors, who are Men of like Paſſions with them. 
Had the Lord perſonally and immediately treated with Sin- 
vers, his awful Majeſty would have overwhelmed them. 
The Creature is too weak to bear the Appearance of 


4 
he 
ord 


Ne. 


die, N ue great God. What did Iſrael ſay, when they had heard 
am me Voice of God from Mount Sinai? Let me not bear 
fe; JLgain the Voice of the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this 


his , 
varn 
nor 


but 


great Fire any more, that I die not.” Yea, © ſo terrible was 
Whe Sight,” that Moſes himſelf ſaid, © I exceedingly fear 
md quake.” * — Or had the Lord appointed Angels, as 
mbaſſadors to carry on this Treaty of Peace and Recon- 
lation between him and us, heir Appearances would 
ave tended more to zerrify, than perſwade us. — But 
he Embaſſadors whom God has employed, being of the 


rrible 
„ not 


brif, ame Nature, of the ſame Mould and Temper with 
rious, WFourſelves, can ſay to you, as Elibu did to Fob, © Be- 
ar rs old, I am according to thy Wiſh, in God's Stead; IT alſo 
e the 


m formed out of the Clay; behold, my Terror ſhall not 
ke thee afraid, neither ſhall my Hand be beavy upon 


re, F 


medi- 
re the 


Duty Wh Uſe 2. Hence how dangerous muſt it needs be, for 
Ins us, Wy to enter into the Office of the Miniſtry, except they 
to per- Wi called and ſent of Gop ? —** This is more than Chrift 
| by us, Winſelf would do.“ — Every one that is about to enter 
to 7 pon the Work of the Miniſtry, ſhould be well ſatisfied 
ous Bu- 


his own Mind, that he is called of God to this great 
d ſolemm Work; leſt he be found to have run before 
was ſent of God. And I may add, ſo ought Mini- 
1s to be well ſatisfied in their own Minds, concerning 
de whom they ordain to the Miniſtry, that they are 
unto called of God. Therefore Candidates fhould 


be 


Dat. xviii, 16. Heb, 12. 21, + Job xxxiii, 6, 7, 
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be ſufficiently tried, before they are admitted into the Mi. Wi ſpe 
niſtry. The Apoſtle's Direction is, Lay Hands jul. WF tror 
deny on no Man.” || , mea 


Uſe 3. Hence how finful and fooliſh is it in any to b 
deſpiſe and reje ſuch as are true and faithful Embaſſadir ir 
for Chriſt ? This mult needs be an Offence to Chriſt, ther For 
Maſter and Lord. Hereby Chritt himſelf is contemn'd; them 
as alſo his Authority, and his good Will to Sinners. bis 
Chriſt came in the Name of his Father ; ſo, by ti: to 
ſame Authority, he hath ſent forth Miniſters in his Name“ nit 
Thus Chriſt expreſſes himſelf in his Prayer to the Father, WW rat 
Job. 17. 18. As thou haſt ſent me into the Word“ of 
even ſo have ] ſent them into the World.“ — And tg“ on, 
he declar'd to his Apoſtles, 4.“ As my Father hath f Go 
me, ſo have I ſent you.”” — Some may think it a fmaliat 
no Crime, to contemn and reje& an Embaſſador of tit 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but in thinking ſo, they are miſerabj 
deceiv'd : for hereby they deſpiſe and reject Chriſ li 
ſelf, from whom they have received Commiſſion, and con 
ſequently the Father alſo who ſent him. So that (as M 
Flavel ſpeaks ) © It is a Rebellion that runs high, eve 
eto the Fountain-Head of the moſt ſupreme Authority 
He therefore who ſets himſelf againſt a true and faith 
Miniſter of Chriſt in the proper Execution of his Ofic 
ſets himſelf againſt God the Father and. God the 90 
Hear what Chriſt ſays to his Diſciples ; © He that he 
eth you, heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpie 

me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. Wt God 

Agreeable to which is that of the Apoſtle, * He the Gop 

fore that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man, but G d. eat E 

But then, ** this Reverence and Submiſſion, that 15 Mien inc 

«© pected from you to Chriſt's Embaſſadors, is not e glory: 
to them as Men, but as Men in Office, as Chriſt's Welus 
« baſſadors.” You owe them Reverence and Submili\Wpending 
not as commanding and forbidding in their own Napunicat 
but as ſpeaking in the Name of Chriſt: and — eceſſit 
| 1 Tim. v. 22. 4 Job. xx. 21. 4 Lale x. 16, 176 iv. Hav 
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» Mi. BY ſpeak in his Name or by his Authority, he expects, even 
fad: from the greateſt on Earth, Submiſſion to them, how 
mean or deſpicable ſoever their Perſons are. And there- 
fore it was that . God fo ſeverely puniſhed Zedetiab, 
«* becaule he humbled not bimjelf before Jeremiab, ſpeak- 


ny to 
ing from the Mouth of the Lord. 2 Chron. 36. 12.” * 


ſſador; 


, their For any to reſiſt Chriſt's Embaſſadors, when addreſſing 
nnd; them in his Name, ſpeaking his Word, and delivering 
. bis Meſſage, is © high Rebellion, and an high Affront 
oy the“ co the Sovereign Authority of Heaven. But then Mi- 


* ailters ſhould be very careful to maintain that Vene- 
* ration and Reſpect, due to them, in the Conſciences 
* of their Hearers, by keeping cloſe to their Commiſſi- 


Name, 
Father, 
W orld, 


ad tha“ oa,“ by behaving themſelves as they ought in the Houſe 
th fen God, and deporting at all Times, out of the Pulpit, as 
ſmall oiW@vell as in it, as becomes the Character of Embaſſadors for 
of Cr; ſbewing Uncorruptneſs both in Doctrine and I fe. 
iſerabrbey ſhould in all Company and Society, remember what 
riſt bin Character they ſuſtain, and whoſe Embaſſadors they are. 
nd col 

(as M Uſe 4. Hence how reaſonable is it, that People commu- 
rh, eveEicate willingly and freely for the Support and Comfort of 


thoſe whom Chriſt ſends to them with the Word of Re- 


hority. 
onciſiation ? — That it is the Duty of a People fo to do, 


| faith! 


s Ofc moſt plainly revealed in the Word of God. The 
the SoApoſtle Paul, in the gth Chap. of his firſt Epiſtle to 
hat bete Corintbians, after having proved the Reaſonableneſs 


deſpiſe df the Thing, declares that it is alſo the Appointment 


nt mt. 


1c tbe Goſpel. If indeed we made a temporal Living, the 
* preat End of our preaching the Word, we ſhould be vile 
hat is Men indeed: but if this be our great End, that God may 

not Me glorified, in your Reconciliation to him through Chriſt 
riſt's Meſus; and if to this Purpoſe we are daily watching and 
1b pending ourſelves, you ought not to think much of com- 
„ NaIPunicating a Portion of your temporal Subſtance for our 
when "ccelſity and Comtort, If we have ſown munio you ſpi- 
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if God, That they who Preach the Goſpel ſhould Live of 
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ritual Things, (ſays the Apoſtle) is it a great Thing if wy 
Hall reap your carnal Things /—T might mention man 
Texts to this Purpoſe ; but at preſent ſhall only refer 
you to that in Gal. 6. 6. &c. Let him that is aug} 
in the Word, communicate to him that zeacheth, in all 
good Things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked, 
for whatſoever a Man ſowelb, that ſhall he alſo reap,” &c. and 


Uſe 5. How cautious ſhould Chriſt's Embaſſadors be, * 
that they don't profiziute their Authority, to urge or abet 
Commands which are contrary to the Commands of their 
Lord and Maſter, and ſo reflect Diſhonour upon him 
thereby. — Miniſters, as well as others, through the Fa 
of Man, are in Danger of doing that which they ought not 
to do, and of leaving that undone which they ought 
to do. But when the Caſe is ſo, that either God or Man 


muſt be offended, let Man be offended. In ſuch a Caſe, Ye 
let us not fear Man, who only can hurt the Body; but er or 
rather fear Him who is able to deſtroy both Body and ma 
Soul in Hell. Let us fear Him, from whom there lies nu 
no Appeal, againſt whom there is no Cavilling or Di. WF fro 
uting ; from whom nothing can be conceal'd, whole Wor tl 
Wrath none can reſiſt. If any of our People would by Thin, 
Flatteries or Frowns draw us off from our Zeal, Faith- o th 
fulneſs and Cloſeneſs in Preaching, either to juſtify them, ent u 
or to connive at them, that they may be ſuffered to 
go on peaceably and quietly in any evil or falſe Way, in Ut 
any ſinful Practice whatever; let us think well upon our mba, 


awful Charge, and remember Who hath ſent us, and Won't 

for whom we are acting; and let not the Fear of Men, 
the Fear of loſing their Love or Eſteem, of loſing out 
Credit,” or our Eaſe and Peace, or even Life itſelf, tum 
us out of the Path of Duty, or make us depart from out 
ſacred Inſtructions. When we are tempted thus to do, 
let us, among other Things, remember thoſe two {ad 
Examples, that of the ld Prophet recorded in 1 Kings 13. 
And that of Aaron, in making the Golden Calf to grati!y 


the Idolatrous Inclination of the People, recorded in. 
Exod. 32. Since 


x 
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Since thoſe who are put into the Miniſtry, are God's 
Meſſengers, then let them not be Men. pleaſers. Being 
the Lord's Servants, let them not be Servants of Men, 


10 to fear their Terror, or to flatter their Luſts and gratify 
% their vitious Humours. — To turn aſide from following 


our Commiſſion, though it be but a little, to pleaſe Men, 
will be very diſpleaſing to Chrzf, our Lord and Maſter : 
and thoſe who will venture to yield their Authority, to 
ſtep aſide from their Duty and Truſt, and to diſregard 
their Maſter's Orders, for the ſake of pleaſing the ſinful 
Humours of Men (yea, though they be the greateſt Men 
upon Earth) may look for Anger from their great Lord, 


him WE'who is above all. Nay, even good Men, wherein they 
Fer WWE may be led by a culpable Humour, are to be wWithſtood, 
it not ſand not flatter d in it. Paul has left us an Example 
ought for our Imitation. See Gal. 2. 11—14. with 1 Theſ. 
- Man z. 2—0. 

Cale, WW Yea, we muſt not ſeek to pleaſe ourſelves, or to bring 


ur own Purpoſes to paſs ; but in every Motion, either 
made to us, or ſuggeſted from our own Hearts, we 
* muſt forthwith call to Mind, who ſent us hither, and 


or Dil: from whom are we come.“ We are come from and 
whole or the Lord, and therefore we muſt not yield to any 
uld by Thing, nor aim at any Thing, but what is conformable 
Faith- e the Will and tends to the Glory of him who hath 
them, Us. 

ered toi | 
Nay, in Uſe 6. Are we, who are put into the Miniſterial Office, 
oon out {-nbaſſadors for Chriſt ? then let us be careful that we 
us, and Won't deliver our own Fancies and Inventions ; but his 
of Men, Neſage, who hath ſent us, and as we have received it. 
ing our the Meſſage we deliver to our People be the Lord's 
If, turn age, if the Word we ſpeak to them be the Lord's 


Yorg, then may we boldly come to them with a Thus 
uth the Lord. We may ſpeak freely, when we ſpeak the 
4 of the Lord; We have a Maſter, who will make 
it good: We may ſtand boldly in the Face of our 

emies; we have a Maſter, who will. defend us.“ 
D And 


* 
w 0 
o 
” 
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And every faithful Miniſter may ſay, In the Sirens 
of my Lord, I will deliver the Meſſage which he has ſen 
by me; be whom I ſerve, and whoſe 1 am, he who ſent an, 
and for whom I come, will bear me out.” IN, 


Uſe 7. Are the Miniſters of the Goſpel Embaſſady; 
for Chriſt ? then they ſhould make his Glory the great 
End of their Preaching and Living. — We ſhould take 
Heed, leſt we be found Preaching ourſelves, and not Chrif 
Jeſus the Lord. O let us be aſhamed of any Thing, in 
our Doctrine or Manner of Life, which may reflect Dil. 
honour either on Chriſt's Name, his Goſpel, or our Offce, 
Let us not make either our Subſiſtence, or Comfort, or 
Name and Reputation, our governing View; but let our 
Maſter's Glory be the chief and great End of our Miniſtry, 
and by the whole of our Converfation in the World, let 
us endeavour to honour him and advance his Intereſt, 


Uſe 8. Are the Miniſters of the Goſpel Embaſſaders 
for Chriſt, and ſent from him ? then let the People receive 
them as ſuch, and bear them gladly, willingly, reverently, 
and obediently. — © As it is written, how beautiful are 
the Feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring glad Tidings of good Things?“ We, who are 


Embaſſadors for Chriſt, come to you our People with the 


moſt joyful News, with © glad Tidings of great Joy 
we come in the Name of the Lord, both your Lord and 
ours ; and we come with Orders from him, to tell you, 
that Peace is purchaſed for Sinners, that God is in 
Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf,” that he 5 
reconcilable to you in and through Chriſt Jeſus : And 
will you not gladly hear and receive ſuch bleſſed News! 
Nay, we are ſent to tell you, that God will be actually re 
conciled to you, if you will cordially, freely, and full 
ſubmit to the Goſpel-Terms of Reconciliation : and wil 
you not be obedient ? will you not now ſubmit ? Sure! 
this is both your Duty, and your Intereſt, and therefor 


By 


— — 
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But it's Time I ſhould draw to a Cloſe ; which ſhall 
be in ſeveral diſtin, but brief Addreſſes. (1.) To my 
| Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry. (2.) To thoſe of 


the Congregation who are as yet unreconciled to God, And 
(3.) To thoſe who are already reconciled to him. 


I am then, 


1. To addreſs my Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
—— Rev. Sirs, we have this Day been reminded whoſe 
Embaſſadors we are, what that great Work is which is 
aſſigned us as Embaſſadors for Chriſt, and ſome of the 
weighty Reaſons why we ſhould be ſerious, earneſt, dili- 
gent, and faithful, in the Performance of it. Does it not 
therefore greatly concern us ſolemnly to reflect and exa- 
mine, as to our paſt Conduct, and the Doctrines we have 
taught our People ; that we may know whether we have 
behav'd worthy the Character of Chriſt's Embaſſadors, 
and faithfully delivered bis Meſſage as ſent by us to his 
People ? And wherein we have failed, either in point of 
Life or Doctrine, ought we not this Day to be humbling 
ourſelves before the Lord, and looking unto Jeſus for 
cleanſing in his Blood, and for Grace to reform and do 
better for the Time to come? — Let us ſeriouſly, dili- 
gently, and prayerfully ſearch and ſtudy the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, that we may clearly and fully know and underſtand 
the Meſſage which our Lord would have us deliver to his 
People. Let us: earneſtly ſeek the ſpecial Teachings and 
Illaminations of the divine Spirit, that the ſacred Scrip- 
tures may be clearly opened to our Underſtandings, and 
that our Underſtandings may be opened rightly to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures ; — that we may know how to preach 
the Law, and how to preach the Goſpel ; that we may 
preach both Law and Goſpel clearly and diſtinctly, pow- 
erfully and ſucceſsfully to our People, — Let our humble 
and intire Dependance, for all needed Furniture and 
Aſſiſtance to our Work, be always upon him who has 
Put us into the Miniſtry, and aſſigned us our Work; that 

we 
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we may be enabled © rightly to divide the Word « 
Truth,” and to © give to every one his Portion in due 
Seaſon :** to the Sinner, what belongs to the Sinner; and 
to the Saint, what belongs to the Saint. Moſt certainly 
we have a particular Meſſage to deliver diſtinctly to the 
Sinner, and to the Saint : we ſhould be deeply concern'd 
that none be neglected in our Miniſtrations; neither 
the Sinner, nor the Saint; neither the Babes, nor the 
young Men, nor the Fathers or old Men, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
In fine, we ſhould ſee to it, that our whole Preach- 
ing tend to reconcile Sinners to God in Chriſt Jeſus, and 

to build up Saints in Holineſs and Comfort through Faith 
unto Salvation. 

And now, among other Conſiderations, that we may 
be powerfully excited to a ſerious, diligent, faithful Di 
charge of our Duty, not only as Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 

but as Preachers of it, as Embaſſadors for the Lord Fejus 
Chriſt, let us often think on the great and awful Day, when 
we muſt give up our Account to him whoſe Embaſſadors 
we are, whether we have behaved well or ill in our Of- 
fice, and muſt receive accordingly.—On the one Hand, 
let us think how dreadful our Account will be, if through 
our habitual Slothfulneſs, Negligence, and Unfaithfulneſs, 
thoſe under our Care and Charge periſh and fink into 
Hell. — Let us alſo conſider on the other Hand, how 
Joyful our Account will be, if we have been faithful to 
our great Lord and Maſter, and many by our Miniſtry 
have been reconciled to God in Chriſt Jeſus : then ſhall 
we ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars 
for ever and ever. 


2. I ſhall now addreſs thoſe of my Hearers, who as 
yet were never reconciled to God. — The Time I now 
have to ſpeak to you is ſhort; and therefore I cannot be 
ſo particular and large in my Addreſs, as I ſhould be glad 

to be: — But © ſuffer the Exhortation in a few Words.” 
Permit us, who are Chriſt's Embaſſadors, once more to 


pray 


Dan. xii. 2. 


CurisT's Embaſſadors. 29 


„ en (as though God did beſeech you by us, to pray yon) 
i Ws Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God, — Dear immortal 
d ools, did youever ſeriouſly conſider the ſad and miſerable 
hate, that you are now in? If you hadaclearSight and Senſe 


fir, I'm ſure, you could not be eaſy in it. And how can 


'd WY, in ſhort, more fully repreſent it to you, than to tell 
her Nou, that God 7s your Adverſary, and that you are Enemies 
the : your Minds to God? Though you may have made an 
ſus. Which Profeſſion of Religion; though you may have been 
ch- Nery obſervant of the external Part of Duty, honeſt in 
and our Dealings, and outwardly much reformed ; though 


aith Nou may have had great Awakenings, and much of the 


ommon liluminations of the Spirit, and been fill'd with 


may och legal Terror and Diſtreſs, which may have been 
Dil- Whcceeded by much Hope and Eaſe of Mind; yet, not 
ity, Neing“ renewed in the Spirit of your Minds” by the ſancti- 
feſus Wing Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, not believing in the 


vhen Word Jeſus Chrift with all your Heart, and {till remaining 


dots WiWnpenitent, you are indeed ſtill Enemies to God, and © have 
r Of- Wt Part nor Lot in this Matter,“ no actual Intereſt in the 
land, Neace and Reconciliation purchafed by the Blood of Chriſt. 
ougn Wh! how can you live eaſy and contented, one Day or 


inels, 
into 
how 
ul to 
niſtry 
1 ſhall 
Stars 


leur longer, in ſuch a miſerable and dangerous Condition ! 


If you aſk; V bat you muſt do, that you may obtain Peace 
d Reconciliation with God in and through the Lord 
ſus Chriſt? My Anſwer at preſent! muſt be but in a 
ord or two. You muſt be diligent and ſerious in the 
Ile of all rhe appointed Means of Grace, You muſt 
j, you muſt conſider and meditate, and you mult ſearch 
e Scriptures, and diligently hear the Word Preach'd : 
du muſt be found diligently waiting on the Lord in his 
[ now We. — But when you have done all theſe Things, think 
not be t that now all is wel with you, that now you are recon- 
de glad ed to God, and that God is become reconeiled to you: 
Fords“ Wall theſe Things may be done, and yet while you have 
ore to evil Heart of Uabelief in you,“ God is as much 
pray I Enemy, and you as much Enemies to God in your 
| - Mind,. 


tho as 
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Mind, as ever. Think not, that Becauſe you do the; 
Things, God will accept you in Chriſt. No, you mu 
firſt be in Chriſt by Faith, you muſt believe in him wit 
all your Heart, you muſt receive and embrace him as q. 
fered to Sinners in the Goſpel, before you can have ay 
Part in Chrift, any Right or Title to that Reconciliation 
and Peace with God, which Chriſt Jeſus has purchak, 
In a Word, if ever you obtain Peace and Reconciliatio 
with God, it muſt be by ſovereign, free, rich Grace i 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

If you aſk, then, To what Purpoſe you muſt uſe th 
forementioned Means of Grace? I anſwer, you muſt d 
this, that you may be brought to ſce your ſad and miſery 
ble State by Nature, your Need of Chriſt and his Benefit 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration, Union to Chriſt, Faith! 
his Blood, &c. or, in a Word, that you may be broug 
to ſee the Neceſſity of your being reconciled to Cad 
Chriſt Jeſus, and that you may ſo be brought on cord 


are uf 
n the 


- 
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ally to ſubmit to the Goſpel- Terms of Peace and N * 

conciliation. . 
*Tis true, the Lord has not tied himſelf up to the U mg 

of Means; yet ordinarily he faves in the Uſe of then * 


Hence we read of his © begetting us by the Word,” 7s 
1. 18. and of “ Faith's coming by hearing, Rom. 10. 
But though the Lord ordinarily ſaves in the Uſe 
Means; yet tis not becauſe they are uſed, but only fer! 
Name's ſake, and for the Glory of his Grace in Cl 
Jeſus. © Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we he 
done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved us — thro! 
Jeſys Chriſt our Saviour,” + 

Therefore, Sinners, as you would be at Peace with Gt 
ſee to it that being © renewed in the Spirit of your Mind 
you“ believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all J 
Heart ;** j ſee. to it that you cordially, freely, and fu 
ſubmit to the Goſpel-Method of Grace, or the 
of Peace” and Reconciliation with God. And I bel 
you, give yourſelves no Reſt, till you know that] 


, + Tit. iii. 5. [| Eph. iv. 23, Ads 16. 31. and 8. 37. Ram. 10. 
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are upon good Terms with God in Chriſt Jefus, — Now | | 


hee the laſt Place, 


muſt 
| With 
as dl. 
e any 
tation 
haſed. 
lation 
ace 1 


aſe th 


3. One Word to thoſe who are already reconciled to 
odin Chriſt Jeſus. Be ſenſible of the exceeding Riches 
ff the Grace of God in his Kindneſs to you by Jeſus 
hriſt, O what admirable Mercy, what rich Grace is 
his, which God hath beſtowed upon you ! That he ſhould 
ke ſuch Enemies, ſuch Rebels, as you were, into his 
zvour | That he ſhould make you willing to be recon- 
led to him! and that he ſhould become actually re- 
onciled to you! Well may you be amaz'd and aſtoniſh'd 


auſt ll: the Riches of divine Mercy to you! O, be humble 
mile thankful ; and “ be ſober, be vigilant, walk circum- 

75 xetly.”” Take heed of making new Breaches. Keep 
aith 1 


urſelves in the Love of God; — © Keep yourſelves 
re; — © Abſtain from the Appearance of Evil; — 
Cleave to the Lord with Purpoſe of Heart; — © Live 
the Faith of the Son of God. —© Henceforth live 
it to yourſelves, but to him who died for you and 
Ik again, and ever liveth to make Interceſſion. — Unto 


Droug 
Goa i 
1 cord 
nd R 


the , hom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all Glory 
15 5 and evermore, AMEN. 
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